APRIL IJII

Journal to Stella

again put off till Monday. I dined with Sir John Stanley,
by an assignation I had made with Mr. St. John, and
George Granville, the secretary at war, but they let in
other company, some ladies, and so we were not as easy
as I intended. My head is pretty tolerable, but every day
I feel some little disorders; I have left off snuff since
Sunday, finding myself much worse after taking a good
deal at the secretary's. I would not let him drink one
drop of Champagne or Burgundy without water, and in
compliment I did so myself. He is much better, but when
he is well he is like Stella, and will not be governed. So
go to your Stoyte's and Pll go sleep.
i o. I have been visiting lady Worsley and Mrs. Barton
to-day, and dined soberly with my friend Lewis. The
dauphin is dead of an apoplexy;6 I wish he had lived till
the finishing of this letter, that it might be news to you;
Duncomb,7 the rich alderman, died to-day, and I hear
has left the duke of Argyle, who married his niece, two
hundred thousand pounds; I hope it is true, for I love
that duke mightily. I writ this evening to the archbishop
of Dublin, about what I told you;8 and then went to take
leave of poor Mrs. St. John, who gave me strict charge
to take care of the secretary in her absence, said she had
none to trust but me; and the poor creature's tears came
fresh in her eyes. Before we took leave, I was drawn in by
the other ladies and Sir John Stanley to raffle for a fan,
with a pox; it was four guineas, and we put in seven
shillings apiece, several raffling for absent people; but I
lost, and so mist an opportunity of shewing my gallantry
6  The Dauphin, Louis, son of Louis XIV, died of small-pox on 13 Apr.,
N.S., in his fiftieth year,
7  Sir Charles Duncombe, the banker, knighted in 1699, elected Lord
Mayor of London in 1708, died the richest commoner in England
(Heame's Collections, ilL 146).  His niece, Mary Browne, daughter of
Ursula Duncombe and John Browne, Receiver-General of the Excise, was
the first wife of the second Duke of Argyle*
8  Corresp. i. 246.   About the Archbishop's indiscreet application of
Tacitus.
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